Inequities in oral health: implications for the delivery of care and health promotion.
This paper has summarised data showing that inequities in oral health and the receipt of oral health care exist in New Zealand. We submit that these inequities, and the consequences of oral ill-health, are of such seriousness that they cannot be ignored. Overcoming barriers to oral ill health and barriers to dental care will be a complex task. Although much can be done by the dental providers and their organisations, there is need for oral ill health to be viewed within the overall context of inequity and disadvantage within society.